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Santa Barbara County Energy Blueprint

> A two year effort, 
with many 
consultants and 
much staff time

> We hope this will 
become a model for 
other counties



County Energy Use: 2005



“Fossil Free” County Energy Use: 2030
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Reducing Energy Use in Buildings
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Reducing Petroleum Demand
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City of Santa Barbara 

> Greenhouse gas inventory certified
> Architecture 2030 ordinance
> Energy efficiency and conservation

hybrids and B20
> Renewable energy – fuel cell and 

solar, hydro
> Investigating carbon neutral by 2020, 

Community Choice feasibility study



City Carbon Neutral by 2020 Plan
Carbon Neutral
Business as usual

Greenhouse gas emissions by 2020
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Distributed Solar
Electricity
Natural Gas
Transportation

Energy demand by 2020, current trends
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Distributed Solar
Electricity
Natural Gas
Transportation

Energy demand by 2020, Carbon Neutral

2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020

M
ill

io
n 

Ki
lo

w
at

t-
H

ou
rs

32

30

28

26

24

22

20

18

16

14

12

10

8

6

4

2

0



Out of area Biomass
Out of area Geothermal
Out of area Solar
Out of area Wind
Coal
Large hydro
Natural gas
Nuclear
Onshore wind SBC
Waste to Energy
Fuel cells
Small Hydro

Electricity by 2020, current trends
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Out of area Biomass
Out of area Geothermal
Out of area Solar
Out of area Wind
Coal
Large hydro
Natural gas
Nuclear
Onshore wind SBC
Waste to Energy
Fuel cells
Small Hydro

Electricity by 2020, Carbon Neutral
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County of Santa Barbara

> Completing greenhouse gas inventory
> Adding Energy Manager position
> Downsizing fleet, hybrids, exploring 

biodiesel
> Community Choice feasibility study  



Metropolitan Transit District

> Greenhouse gas inventory certified
> Nation’s largest electric bus fleet
> Biodiesel
> 8 hybrid buses



Michael Chiacos
mchiacos@cecmail.org

805-963-0583, ext. 110
Community Environmental Council

Questions/Comments?

mailto:mchiacos@cecmail.org
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